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PREFACE 


This book presents a total of 11 articles. 


Two articles are on historical perspectives and current happenings in Tamil Nadu. 
Contrasts between the past and the present are discussed. "Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it." - George Santayana. “Those that fail to learn from 
history are doomed to repeat it.” - Winston Churchill. 


The remaining 9 articles discuss how the Indian Government blacks out, minimally 
covers and/or distorts the history of Tamil Nadu in its text books, and how significant 
archeological finds in Tamil Nadu are swept under the rug. “Those who control the 
present, control the past and those who control the past control the future.” wrote George 
Orwell. My interpretation of George Orwell's quote is that: if you control the present 
government, you write the past history to suit your purposes and thus shape the minds of 
future generations who read it and thus control the future itself. 
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Preface 


"Raja Raja Cholan conquered Sri Lanka. Today Tamils are destroyed there and we 
(Tamil Nadu) are in such a pathetic situation that we could not help them. This situation 
should change." - Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Muthuvel Karunanidhi (November 23, 
2008). [Note: Raja Raja Cholan was one of the greatest kings in Tamil Nadu (985-1014 
AD); he conquered Sri Lanka in 1002 AD and assumed the title Sinhalanthahan. ] 


1. Introduction 


We present in this article two sets of incidents from the past and the present. These 
incidents prove Chief Minister's yearning statement as to how low Tamilnadu has sunk 
from the past glory to the present pathetic situation. Let this be an eye opener for the 
people of Tamilnadu that when the chips are down they are helpless within India. They 
have no military or diplomatic power to protect Tamils inside Tamil Nadu or outside, 
although people of Tamilnadu pay taxes to the Indian treasury, in fact, much more than 
their population proportional share. 


2. What Happens when Foreign Leaders Insult Tamilnadu Leaders? 


2.1 Two Thousand Years Ago 


It was the age of the Third Tamil Academy (Third Tamil Sangam); also known as the 
First Golden Age of Tamil Nadu. There were some northern expeditions that Tamil kings 
undertook in which Tamil armies fought with northern armies and won. Imayavarampan 
Nedum Cheral Athan, Ariya Padai Kadantha Nedunjchezhian are two such Tamil kings. 
Nedum Cheral Athan took the title Imayavarampan, meaning that his army marched to 
the edges of Himalyas (northern demarcation of South Asia). Similarly Nedunjchezhian 
took the title Ariya Padai Kadantha, meaning that his army defeated and broke thorough 
Aryan Armies (armies of the northern Aryan kings) and completed its northern 
expedition. 


The incident we discuss in this section took place in the days of King Cheran 
Chengkuttuvan of the Chera dynasty [Other two Tamil dynasties were the Chola dynasty 
and the Pandiya dynasty.] His contemporaries in the north were Kings Kanakan and 
Vijayan. They boasted in court in the presence of ministers, military chiefs and foreign 
diplomats, "Had the Tamil kings dared to come north in our time, we would have taught 
them a lesson". This insult to Tamil kings reached King Cheran Chengkuttuvan's ears. He 
ordered his army commanders to go to these kingdoms and bring back the boastful Kings 
Kanakan and Vijayan as prisoners. His army went north several hundred miles from 
Tamil Nadu and defeated the combined armies of Kankan and Vijayan, captured the two 
kings and brought them to Tamil Nadu. 


This was about 2000 years ago. Anyone who dared to insult Tamil kings were "taught a 
lesson" because Tamil kings had armies to protect the people and their honor. What about 


today? 


2.2 Today (Later Part of Year 2008) 


2.2.1 Sri Lankan army chief insults Tamil Nadu leaders 


The three decades old war between Tamil minority fighters and the Sri Lankan 
government was fierce during the last few months of 2008. Large numbers of Tamil 
civilians were killed in Sri Lankan Air Force (SLAF) bombings and Sri Lankan Army 
shelling. The 60 million Tamil population of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu was 
agitated and angry at the news of the killings of their brethren in Sri Lanka. Since the 
State of Tamil Nadu has no diplomatic or military power to act on its own, Tamil leaders 
of all political hues including the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu pleaded with the Indian 
government to put pressure on Sri Lanka to agree to a ceasefire. 


Angry at the protests in Tamil Nadu and the call for ceasefire by Tamil Nadu leaders, Sri 
Lankan army chief Lieutenant General Sarath Fonseka said in early December 2008, 
"Indian Government would not listen to the political jokers of Tamil Nadu whose 
survival depends on the LTTE ... If the LTTE is wiped out, those political jokers like P. 
Nedumaran, Vaiko and whoever is sympathizing with the LTTE will most probably lose 
their income from the LTTE." Though Lieutenant General Sarath Fonseka named only 
Nedumaran and Vaiko, their demand for a ceasefire was no different from that of most 
Tamil leaders including Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Karunanidhi. 


[Nedumaran is the President of Tamil Nationalist Movement, a non-political 
organization, and Vaiko is the General-Secretary of Marumalachi Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (MDMK) whose members have been elected to both Tamil Nadu State 
Legislative Assembly and Indian Parliament; this party was part of the ruling coalition at 
the Indian Central Government a few years ago. LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam) is the Tamil militant group fighting for the Tamil minority of Sri Lanka. ] 


2.2.2 India turns a deaf ear to the insult 


Since Tamil Nadu is just a state in India, it was up to the external affairs ministry (foreign 
ministry) of the Indian government to protest this insult and get an apology from Sarath 
Fonseka. Indian High Commissioner (ambassador) to Sri Lanka Alok Prasad called Sri 
Lankan Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa and protested the Sri Lanka Army 
Chief's remarks. According to the Indian High Commission in Sri Lanka, “The Defense 
Secretary promised to look into the matter and conveyed regrets should any such 
comment have been made.” That was the end of the matter. No follow up, no demand for 
apology for insulting the Tamil leaders. 


What was there to look into? First of all, Fonseka made the insult in an interview to Sri 
Lankan government-run weekly magazine "Sunday Observer". Second of all, even after 
the furor in Tamil Nadu and after the Indian High Commissioner's call to the Defense 
Secretary, Fonseka did not deny making the insulting comments. More than three months 
have passed. Has the Sri Lankan government "looked into" Fonseka's statement? Indian 
government did not follow up and even demand an apology. Indian government was not 
at all interested in an apology from the man who made the insults. It made a cursory 
protest to appease Tamilnadu and that was the end of it. India continues to supply 
intelligence, advisors, technical assistance and materials to the Sri Lankan army whose 
commander insulted leaders of Tamil Nadu. 


Do you think that Pakistan or China would supply arms to Sri Lanka if the head of Sri 
Lankan Army insults their leaders and won't even apologize? Absolutely not. Do you 
think that America would supply arms to Israel if the head of Israeli Army insults an 
American Senator and won't even apologize? Absolutely not. Sri Lankan leaders know 
that it is all right to insult Tamil Nadu leaders and there would be no repercussions from 
the Indian government. In fact Sarath Fonseka was so certain that he openly stated that 
Indian government would not listen to Tamilnadu leaders. That is the issue. Our 
neighbors know that leaders of Tamil Nadu, even the chief minister of Tamil Nadu, 
have no influence with the Indian government on foreign and military policies. 
Tamils can be insulted, abused, harmed and killed with no retribution from the Indian 
government. 


2.2.3 No apology from Sri Lankan army chief and yet India continues to help Sri Lankan 
army 


The insults to our leaders stand. What can we do? We have no country. We have no 
diplomats. We have no representation in other countries or international organizations. 
Our leaders have become the laughing stock of our neighbors. Compare this pathetic 
situation to what happened to Kings Kanakan and Vijayan two thousand years when we 
had our own diplomats and army? 


No, we are not saying India should send its military and bring back Lieutenant General 
Sarath Fonseka in chains. No. Insults do not demand military action. That was the way 
2000 years ago. Today insults are handled differently. Diplomatic and economic 
pressures are applied if our leaders are insulted by the head of the army of another 
country. Diplomats are temporarily withdrawn for a period of time to show disapproval. 
Financial and military aid to the offending country is stopped. That is how things are 
handled today. India did not do any of those things. India acts as if nothing has happened. 
In fact, India continues to provide military assistance to the Sri Lankan army in the form 
of intelligence, advisors, technical assistance and materials to the Sri Lankan army whose 
chief insulted Tamil Nadu leaders and would not even apologize or withdraw those 
remarks. Actually Iam far more angry with the Indian government than with the Sri 
Lankan government on this issue. 


Head of the Sri Lankan army, Lieutenant General Sarath Fonseka, not only called 
Nedumaran and Vaiko "political jokers", he also said in the same interview to the Sri 
Lankan weekly magazine Sunday Observer, "those political jokers like P. Nedumaran, 
Vaiko and whoever is sympathizing with the LTTE will most probably lose their income 
from the LTTE." He was accusing Nedumaran and Vaiko of getting money from LTTE. 
LTTE is a banned organization in India and so receiving monies from it is a crime. This 
is a serious charge. Did India ask the Lieutenant General for evidence of his charge? No. 
Suppose Bangladesh says that Congress President Sonia Gandhi received money from Sri 
Lanka in exchange for Indian government support to it, would Indian ambassador be still 
be in Bangladesh? Would India be sending military advisors and military intelligence to 
Bangladesh? But in the eyes of Hindi dominated Indian government, Tamils are third 
class citizens and anyone can insult Tamil leaders with no negative reaction from New 
Delhi. 


2.2.4 Why make a big fuss about an insult? 


Readers may wonder, rightly so, why make a big "fuss" about an insult? True. Insults, 
even hurled by the head of a foreign army, are mere words and do not harm a single hair 
on a Tamil. The way how the Indian government reacted and how it continues with its 
military assistance is the troubling reality. It tells the world that you can insult Tamil 
leaders and we don't care. Foreign governments know that Tamils are second-class 
citizens in India and the Indian government does not care about them. Insults lead to 
injury. Foreign governments conclude that they can injure Tamils, kill Tamils and Indian 
government would look the other way. That was our prime concern. We may ignore the 
insults but we cannot ignore the injuries. In fact the next section discusses how Tamil of 
Tamil Nadu are harmed and India turns a blind eye. 


3. What Happens when a Foreign Navy Kills Tamilnadu Fishermen? 


3.1 About a Thousand Years Ago 


Tamil Nadu was divided into three principal kingdoms, namely, Chera Nadu, Chola 
Nadu and Pandya Nadu, and ruled by Chera, Chola and Pandya kings. During the reign of 
Rajathi Raja Cholan II over Chola Nadu (1163 - 1179), there was a quarrel within the 
Pandiyan royal family for the throne of Pandiya Nadu. Both Parakkirama Pandyan and 
Kulasekhara Pandyan claimed the throne, and a civil war ensued in Pandiya Nadu. 


Parakkirama Pandiyan sought help from the Sinhala king Parakramabahu who was ruling 
the nearby island of Lanka. Parakramabahu sent an army under the command of a Sinhala 
General, Lankapura. The Sinhala army captured the coastal town of Rameshwaram and 
damaged the famed Hindu temple for Lord Sivan (Lord Siva). 


The Sinhala army marched from the coast into the interior of Pandya Nadu. It looted and 
burned many Tamil villages on the way. In the ensuing battles between the Sinhala army 
and Kulasekhara Pandyan's army, the latter met with defeat after defeat initially but tables 
turned later. King Parakramabahu sent reinforcements under the command of another 
Sinhala General, Jagat Vijaya (Jagat Vijayan). The combined forces of Lankapura and 
Jagat Vijaya defeated Kulasekhara Pandiyan. The latter sought help from the fellow 
Tamil king Rajathi Raja Cholan II. Rajathi Rajan sent an army under General 
Pallavarayan (Pallavarayar) to Pandiya Nadu. 


Furious at reports of the devastation of Pandya Nadu under the Sinhala army (looting and 
burning of villages, killing of villagers, desecration of the Rameswaram temple), 
Rajarthiraja Cholan ordered General Pallavarayan to capture and execute the Sinhala 
General Lankapura. Pallavarayan pursued Lankapura, captured him and beheaded him. 
The severed head was hoisted on a spear at the gates of Madurai, the Pandiyan capital. 
Thus ended the occupation of Pandya Nadu (about one-third of Tamil Nadu) by the 
Sinhalese army. [NOTE: The beheading and the public display of the severed head may 
look uncivilized and barbaric today but it was not an uncommon practice in those days. 
Today war criminals are executed in private (example: many German and Japanese 
officers were executed after the Second Word War in the 1940s).] 


3.2 Today (Late Twentieth Century and Early Twenty-First Century) 


3.2.1 Tamil Nadu fishermen shot and killed in the sea 


In the 1990s and 2000s, well over 250 Tamil Nadu fishermen were shot and killed by the 
Sri Lankan Navy and many more wounded. Sri Lanka's excuse was that Tamil Nadu 
fishermen had entered its territorial waters. The fishermen claim that the shootings took 
place on the Tamil Nadu (Indian) side of the waters. Even if the fishermen did wander 
into Sri Lankan waters by mistake or purposively, Sri Lanka has no right to shoot at them 
under any international law, norm or protocol. (It is an easy mistake to cross into Sri 
Lankan waters because there is no visible borderline to demarcate the two sides. They 


might have even crossed into Sri Lankan waters purposively because the fish catch was 
better. Either way, Sri Lankan Navy has no right to shoot them under any law.) 


Sri Lanka's aggressiveness has even reached Tamil Nadu soil. In October 1999, Sri 
Lankan war ships came all the way up to Tamil Nadu coast near Rameshwaram and shot 
at fishing families' houses (the same coastal area where the Sinhala army landed in the 
twelfth century and desecrated the famed Rameshwaram Hindu temple). Sri Lanka 
claimed that it pursued a boat carrying Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) cadres 
fighting the Sri Lankan military. Sri Lankan Navy has no right to come all the way to 
Tamil Nadu coast and shoot at houses. It is against international laws. In spite of repeated 
calls and letters from Tamil Nadu chief ministers Katunanidhi and Jayalalithaa for well 
over a decade, India had taken no effective action. Shootings and killings are going on to 
this day. 


Unlike a thousand years ago, Tamil Nadu is ruled from New Delhi and Tamilnadu does 
not have a navy to protect its fishermen. Though powerful Indian war ships stand just a 
few miles from where Tamil Nadu fishermen are being shot and killed, they keep a blind 
eye and do nothing to protect them. For the Hindi politicians who dominate and control 
the Indian Government, Tamil blood is cheap. 


3.2.2 Oh, How we wish Tamilnadu has its own navy 


It is at times like these we wish that Tamil Nadu has its own naval force to protect Tamil 
Nadu fishermen; then we do not have to beg and plead to Indian Government to use the 
Indian Navy to protect Tamils. In the twelfth century we beat the Sinhala army and navy 
back to Sri Lanka and executed the Sinhalese General who committed war crimes in 
Tamil Nadu, because the Chola king of Tamil Nadu had an army and navy to protect 
Tamil people. But today Tamil Nadu has no army, has no navy, has no air force to protect 
its people. We beg the Indian Government whose military is paid for in part by Tamil 
taxpayers. Blood of Tamil fishermen spilled in the southern seas by Sri Lankan 
bullets mean little to the Hindi politicians who dominate the Indian Government; 
they are expendable Tamil blood. Had it been Hindi blood, the Indian Air Force and 
Navy would have rushed to destroy the Sri Lankan Naval ships that shoot at the 
fishermen. 


3.2.3 King Rajathi Raja Cholan and Chief Minister Karunanidhi 


I see in my mind the vision of the mighty Tamil Army of Rajathi Rajan under the 
command of General Pallavarayan battling the powerful Sinhala Army to protect the 
Tamil people from Sinhala soldiers. Sword to sword they clash at battles of 
Thirukkanapaer, Thondi, Pasipon Amaravathi, Manamerkudi and Manjakudi. Finally the 
Sinhala army was defeated and in the run. General Lankapura captured and brought 
before Pallavarayan in chains. At the orders of King Rajathi Raja Cholan, sentenced to 
death for war crimes against Tamil people and executed. The vision in my mind's eye 
fades and I come to the reality of today. Tamil Nadu fishermen are shot and killed by the 
Sri Lankan Navy. Tamil Nadu State Chief Minister pleads and pleads to the Prime 


Minister of India to protect the fishermen. The Prime Ministers refuses to act. Killing of 
the fishermen continues. Wailing of the widows and children left behind by the 
fishermen continue. All that the Tamil Nadu State Chief Minister could offer are a few 
drops of tear and sympathy! 


Oh, how we wish that Tamil Nadu has its own naval force to protect Tamil Nadu 
fishermen. Will the Sri Lankan Navy even dare to turn its guns towards our fishermen? If 
the tiny Sri Lankan Navy dared to kill and injure hundreds of Tamilnadu fishermen, the 
entire Sri Lankan Navy would have been at the bottom of the sea. No government, 
absolutely no government, would tolerate the killing of hundreds of its fishermen. 
Unfortunately Tamil Nadu does not have a navy to protect its fishermen. Although our 
taxes support the Indian Navy, Indian Government refuses to order the navy to protect 
our fishermen. Oh, how we wish that Tamil Nadu has its own naval force to protect 
Tamil Nadu fishermen. 
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1. Introduction 


National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) released its syllabi for 
history and other subjects in January 2002. Central Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) and some other boards use these syllabi or base their syllabi on this. It came 
under criticism immediately. On February 12, 2002, the Twenty Ninth All-India 
Conference of Dravidian Linguistics held in Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala 
State, passed a resolution urging Indian Government "to give Dravidian South its rightful 
and legitimate share in the history books and to withdraw the new syllabus prepared and 
published by the NCERT". 


NCERT's former head of the Department of Education in Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Arjun Dev, said that no political unit of the Deccan and South, except the 
Rashtrakutas, find a mention in the syllabus of Ancient India for Class XI. Even the 
Satavahanas, Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas do not find a place. (The Hindu; February 
1, 2002). [Our Editorial Note: Once it is exposed and criticized, NCERT may in the years 
to come add diluted discussion of some of these kingdoms. We want that these kingdoms 
get equal length of treatment as the north Indian kingdoms of Mauryas and Guptas.] 


This article gives a few examples of how South Indian history is ignored in Indian 
Government sponsored and/or funded history books. Examples are from the South 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu because the author is from that state. We are certain there 
are many such examples from other South Indian states and Northeastern states. He was 
not exposed to the history of these states because NCERT books ignore them. 


Section 2 discusses rebellions and wars against British rule during the 19-th century. It 
reveals that the much-heralded Sepoy Mutiny of the North was not the first war of 
independence; Vellore Mutiny of the South precedes Sepoy Mutiny but you will not read 
about it in Indian history books. 


Section 3 discusses non-violent freedom fighters against British rule during the 20-th 
century. Again Indian history books pay very little attention to people from the South 
instead devote page after page to those from North. This article gives an example from 
Tamil Nadu, a South Indian state. 


2. Sepoy Mutiny of North India is not the First Rebellion Against British Rule in 
India 


Let us look at the Sepoy Mutiny of North India that is touted as India's First Rebellion 
against British Rule or the First War of Independence against British Rule. Sepoy Mutiny 
of the North is not the First Rebellion Against British Rule in India. There were 
rebellions against British rule in the South well before Sepoy Mutiny, yet Indian 
government celebrates and publicizes Sepoy Mutiny as the first first war for 
independence from British. By the way, Sepoy Mutiny was not an all-India rebellion it 
was limited to the north only. Soldiers, kings or chieftains from south did not participate 
in it. 


Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR), with funding from the Ministry of 
Culture (Indian government), prepared a comprehensive, five-volume dictionary on 
approximately 15,000 people who fought against British rule between 1857 to August 15, 
1947 (the day British rule over the Indian Subcontinent ended). Title of the book is 
"Dictionary of Martyrs: India's Freedom Struggle (1857-1947)". 


Why does ICHR start the history of the fight against British rule from 1857? What about 
Maruthu Pandiyar (Tamil Nadu) who fought against the British in 1801? What about the 
Vellore Mutiny against British rule in 1806? Indian Council of Historical Research 
(ICHR), under contract from Indian government, conveniently starts their history from 
1857 when the Sepoy Mutiny against the British happened in northern India, thus 
ignoring earlier fights in South India against British rule. History of India revolves 
around the north for the Indian government. 


If you ask students of Indian history, most would say that the North-Indian "Sepoy 
mutiny" was the first mutiny and first war of independence from British colonial rule. But 
is Sepoy mutiny of the north the first such mutiny or war of independence from British 
colonial rule? Fifty-one years before the Sepoy mutiny was the Vellore mutiny (Vellore 
is in Tamil Nadu). Sepoy mutiny took pace in 1857 and Vellore mutiny took place in 
1806. There are many similarities between the two mutinies. Both mutinies started 
because of new regulations that hurt the religious sentiments of Hindu and Muslim 
soldiers in the British army. The Vellore mutineers attempted to bring back the defeated 
sons of Tippu Sultan to power (Tippu Sultan was a southern king whose sons were living 
in Vellore under British pension). The Sepoy mutineers attempted to bring back the 


defeated Emperor Bahadur Shah to power (Bahadur Shah was a northern king who was 
living in Delhi under British pension). A major difference is that Indian history books 
prepared under Indian Government sponsorship devote several pages to the Sepoy mutiny 
of the north while ignoring the Vellore mutiny of the south. While Indian Government 
sponsored Indian history books ignore the Vellore mutiny, books on British India by 
British authors do not fail to spotlight Vellore mutiny. The authoritative "The Colonial 
Wars Source Book" by Philip Haythornthwaite gives an account of the Vellore mutiny. 
The importance of the Vellore mutiny is evident from the statement, "In 1806 there 
occurred one of the most serious outbreaks of mutiny", in the fore-mentioned book. It 
was also the first mutiny in British India. Yet Indian Government sponsored history 
books ignore it. 


During the Sepoy mutiny, taking advantage of the mutiny and the weakening of the 
British army, some north Indian kings and chieftains started a war of independence. It 
was limited to the north and did not spread to the south at all. Indian Government and 
history books project this as the first war of independence or first proclamation of 
independence from the British rule. Not true. You will not find much, if any, about the 
Tamil Chieftain Maruthu Pandiyar and his brother in Indian history books. Maruthu 
Pandyar was the first to issue a proclamation of independence from British rule, 56 years 
before the north Indian rebellion during the Sepy mutiny. He did so from Thiruchi 
Thiruvarangam Temple in today's Tamil Nadu on June 10, 1801; that was more than half 
a century before the Sepoy mutiny. British considered it a serious threat to their future in 
India that they rushed additional troops from Britain to put down Maruthu Pandyar's 
rebellion. This southern rebellion and the northern rebellion during Sepoy mutiny had 
many commonalities. In the same way a number of northern kings and chieftains joined 
together and fought against the British and lost during the Sepoy mutiny, a number of 
kings and chieftains of the south joined and fought and lost. The only difference is that 
Indian history books that glorify Sepoy mutiny make no mention of the southern 
rebellion. 


Indian Government deliberately tries to hide historical facts such as Maruthu Pandiyar's 
fight against the British. Indian Government celebrated the 100-th anniversary of the 
Sepoy mutiny with great fanfare. There were numerous programs about the mutiny in the 
Indian Government controlled All India Radio. But not even a mention was made in All 
India Radio about Maruthu Pandiyar led rebellion against the British on its 150-th 
anniversary. Indian Parliament commemorated in 2007 the 150th anniversary of north- 
Indian Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 as the First Indian Independence War but there was no such 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the south-Indian Vellore Mutiny in 2006. 
This seems to have irked the former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Ms. Jayalalithaa 
Jeyaram. On August 14, 2007, she expressed shock at the National Implementation 
Committee for Commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of the First War of 
Independence for not recognizing stalwarts and heroes from India’s southern peninsula. 
She pointed out that chieftains from Tamil Nadu waged wars against British rule well 
before 1857. She recalled the role of Pulithevan, Velunachiyar, Muthuramalinga 
Vijayaragunatha Sethupathy and the Maruthu Pandiar brothers in the fight against 
British rule. She said, "Ms. Velunachiyar’s role was no less than that of the Jhansi Rani". 


[Jhansi Rani was from north India.] In September 2010, Indian Government Ministry of 
Culture announced grants of Rupees 2 crore (20 million) each to conduct research on 12 
freedom fighters from north-Indian Sepoy Mutiny but nothing to do research on south- 
Indian Vellore Mutiny or any of the freedom fighters from Tamil Nadu or other southern 
states. Thus Tamil Nadu's early wars against British rule were ignored and swept under 
the rug while north Indian wars are researched and publicized. 


3. Twentieth Century Freedom Fighters Against British Rule 


Brave people from all regions of the Indian Subcontinent launched nonviolent struggle 
against British rule during the first half of the twentieth century. Yet Indian history books 
funded and sponsored by Indian government concentrate on people from northern India 
and pay scant attention to South Indian freedom fighters. In this article we give an 
examples from Tamil Nadu, who does not find a place in Indian history as taught in 
schools using CBSE curriculum. CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) is 
"controlled" by the Indian government (not state governments). 


V.O. Chidambaram (1872-1936) from Tamil Nadu worked most of his adult life to end 
the British colonial rule. He was also called V.O. Chidambaram Pillai, V.O. 
Chidambaranar and VOC. He was the first person from the Indian Subcontinent to start 
and operate a Modern Shipping Company against the active opposition of British 
colonial rulers. V.O. Chidambaram Pillai was also an active participant in the 
independence movement against British rule and was imprisoned from 1908 to 1912. In 
prison he was forced to drive an oil press. Let me explain what I mean by "drive an oil 
press". Oil presses (to squeeze oil from coconut or other nuts) are usually driven by bulls 
(oxen). Mr. VOC was tied to an oil press in place of a bullock and was forced to drive it 
exactly the way a bull would do. It is a form of corporal punishment the British imposed 
on some prisoners. He was very much respected and honored in Tamil Nadu, and is 
known as "kappalooddiya Tamilan" (a Tamil who operated ships) and "sekkizuththa 
semmal" (a honorable man who drove oil presses). You will not find even a brief 
biography of V.O. Chidambaram in Indian government sponsored/funded NCERT 
history books used in CBSE schools. Had he been born in the north, things would have 
been different. 


One can write a multi-volume book on South Indian heroes who fought against British 
rule. We limited ourselves to a single example in this short article. 


4. Closing Thought 


History books used schools during British rule devoted many pages to British kings, 
queens and leaders with less attention to India's past. Today, in post-British India, history 
books devote far more pages to northern India and scant attention to rest of India. This 
should change. All regions of India should receive equal treatment in history books used 
in central and CBSE schools. 
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3. 
Indian School Textbook from NCERT Distorts History of Tamil Nadu 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: December 2012] 
Abbreviations 


CBSE - Central Board of Secondary Education 
DMK - Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
NCERT - National Council of Educational Research and Training 


Indian government sponsored history textbooks spend most of the pages on north India 
that now constitutes the Hindi belt region, and spend just a small fraction of the book on 
South and East. This is even pointed out by historians from the South. On February 12, 
2002, the Twenty Ninth All-India Conference of Dravidian Linguistics held in 
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), Kerala State, passed a resolution urging the 
Government of India to give South India its rightful and legitimate share in history books 
and to withdraw the new school syllabus prepared and published by the National Council 
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). 


The recent Class XII Political Science text book, prepared under the auspicious of the 
Indian government funded National Council of Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT), titled "Politics in India since Independence" (First Edition 2007), has a section 
titled "Dravidian movement" in pages 152 and 153. In this article we are not looking into 
whether Tamil Nadu politics got adequate coverage or not. Here we are looking into if it 
received accurate coverage. Was the information correct? Professor Dr. A.Ramasamy and 
Professor Dr. N.K.Mangalamurugesan, President and Secretary of Dravidian Historical 
Research Centre wrote a letter to the Indian Human Resources Development Minister 
Kapil Sibal pointing out three mistakes in the history of Dravidian parties, as well as a 
separate criticism about the way the 1965 Tamil Nadu Students Anti-Hindi Agitation was 
portrayed. Here we limit ourselves to the examination of just one mistake in the history of 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). 


The textbook says, "The DMK made its entry into politics with a three pronged agitation 
in 1953-54". Then it lists the three. That is where the "lie" comes in. The NCERT 
textbook says, "The second agitation was for giving Tamil cultural history greater 
importance in school curricula". This is absolutely false. 


What is the truth? DMK's website (as archived on August 30, 2011) lists the three 
agitations of 1953 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20110830072825/http://www.dmk.in/agit.html ). We 
reproduce the content of that page here. 


"In 1953, to protect the self-respect of the Tamils, the DMK launched a three-pronged 
agitation with the objectives of: 


1. Renaming the Railway station Dalmiapuram (named after a Private Company) as 
Kallakudi since the latter was the original name of the place, under the leadership of Dr. 
Kalaignar. 


2. Withdrawal of the caste-based education policy* of the Congress Government led by 
Rajaji and, 


3. Demanding unconditional apology from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for insulting the 
people of TamilNadu. 


This agitation became a landmark in the history of DMK." 


There is no mention of "agitation for giving Tamil cultural history greater importance in 
school curricula". What the textbook has done is remove the "agitation demanding 
unconditional apology from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for insulting the people of 
TamilNadu" and replace it with false information. You can get more information about 
this agitation from the Tamil book "Thee Mu Ka Varalaaru" (DMK History) by T. M. 
Parthasarathy, Bharathi Nilayam (publisher), Chennai, Fourth Edition 1984 also. T. M. 
Parthasarathy was with DMK from its very inception and was a member of the first 
General Committee (pothu kuzhu). The first General-Secretary of DMK C. N. Annadurai 
wrote a "preface" to the book (pages 1 - 111). Top DMK leaders M. Karunanidi, 
Mathiyazhagan, Anbazhagan and Arangannal wrote notes praising the book (pages iv - 
X). SO we may consider this book's description of what happened in 1953 as authentic. 
This book does not mention " agitation for giving Tamil cultural history greater 
importance in school curricula" but discusses the "agitation demanding unconditional 
apology from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for insulting the people of TamilNadu" (page 146, 
150). 


Thus we have two authentic sources of information about the agitation -- DMK website 
and a book written by a senior DMK leader -- both of which contradict the NCERT 
textbook. Why would the NCERT textbook "falsify" history? Is it because the Indian 
government funded NCERT did not want future generations to know that there was an 
agitation in Tamil Nadu against the much revered first Prime Minister of India Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru because he, according to DMK, insulted the people of Tamil Nadu? 
Whatever the reason, history should not be falsified and fed to young students as truth. 


Indian government funded school textbooks should give adequate and accurate 
coverage to non-Hindi regions. 


* Official name of the proposed education system was "Modified Scheme of Elementary 
Education". Very few people used this name except in official documents. Hereditary 
education policy, hereditary/caste education scheme and Rajaji's education scheme are 


some of the other names people used. The Tamil name "kula vazhi kalvi thittam" (loosely 
translated as "caste-based education scheme") is the one used by many of the opponents 
of the scheme. DMK's English language website also uses the name "caste-based 


education policy”. 
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Tamil Nadu Students Anti-Hindi Imposition Agitation 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: September 2012; Updated: August 2018] 
(NCERT - National Council of Educational Research and Training) 


Class XII Political Science textbook prepared under the auspicious of the Indian 
government funded National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 
has a discussion on Tamilnadu Anti-Hindi Imposition Agitations. It includes a cartoon 
depicting a mean looking angry Tamil Nadu man (identified in the cartoon as "Student 
Agitation") about to throw stones or already throwing stones at an English sign saying, 
"Assurances. No Hindi! English to continue! No compulsion to learn Hindi. No Hindi! 
English for ever!" In the background, one of the onlookers in the cartoon was saying, 
"The boy can't read English either!". A few broken things and books are seen on the 
ground. In June 2012 this cartoon came under criticism from a number of Tamil political 
leaders and some scholars on various grounds. One of the criticisms was that Tamil Nadu 
students were depicted as illiterate in English. You can see the cartoon in the following 
link 

http://www.thehindu.com/multimedia/dynamic/01107/THO9_ANTI_HINDI_CA_ 110791 
Sf.jpg 


I read the textbook online from the NCERT website. The textbook is "Politics in India 
since Independence", Textbook in political science for Class XII, First Edition, 2007. In 
my opinion the whole discussion of the anti-Hindi agitation there (both text and cartoon) 
is distorted and disparaging of the agitation. The cartoon appears in page 153, in the 
subsection "Dravidian movement" (pages 152-153). There is also photograph of the 1965 
student march against Hindi imposition; it is captioned "Anti-Hindi Agitation in Tamil 
Nadu, 1965"; we have no objection to the photograph or caption. The cartoon, 
photograph and the text in that section do not tell the complete and true history of the 
1965 agitation. There is no mention of shootings by security forces, the number of 
shooting deaths or self-immolation of Tamil youths. It shows the students on a rampage 
throwing stones and destroying property without a word about the far more serious 
police/army shooting and deaths. 


There were dozens of cartoons published during that time. Why choose this cartoon 
depicting Tamil Nadu students and the agitation as a whole in a biased bad light? If the 
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is fair, it should have 
included one more cartoon showing security forces shooting at students and dead bodies 
on the ground. At least the shootings and the 63 deaths could have been mentioned in the 
text. That may balance the picture. Also there is no mention of the ultimate sacrifice 
seven young Tamil men made by pouring petrol (gasoline) over themselves and burning 
themselves to death to show their opposition to Hindi imposition. This is a unique protest, 


first time ever in India and only the second time in the world, as of that time. In our 
opinion, this is a deliberate act of the National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT) to show the 1965 Tamil Nadu Students Anti-Hindi Imposition 
Agitation in bad light. Generations of students using NCERT textbooks may grow up not 
knowing the whole truth. 
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5. 
Why is King Raja Raja Cholan Statue Standing outside the Thanjai Big 
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Outline 


1. Background 

2. A Brief Biography of King Raja Raja Cholan 

3. The Reason Why Raja Raja Cholan Statue is Outside Temple Grounds? 
4, Where is Tamil in the Gangai Konda Chola Puram Temple? 

5. Update 


1. Background 


King Raja Raja Cholan built the Thanjai Big Temple (also referred to as Thanjavur Peria 
Koil, Periya Kovil, Koyil, and Tanjore Big Temple) over a thousand years ago; it took 4 
years of construction and was dedicated inl1010 AD. Why is his statue not allowed in the 
temple compound and is standing on a public street further away from the view of the 
thousands of visitors to the temple? We are not talking about installing the statue inside 
the temple but within the temple compound or even in the parking area where visitors can 
see it. There are other structures within the outer wall. In fact, we see a statue of Raja 
Rajan and his queen Ko-perum-thevi in the Tiruvisalur temple. This statue was there well 
before there was an Indian Government. But, alas, the Indian Government would not 
permit the statue of this great Tamil king to be installed in the compound of the temple he 
built. 


Almost three decades ago the Tamil Nadu State government commissioned a statue of 
the king and intended to place it within the outer walls of the Thanjai Big Temple. The 
Indian Government told the Tamil Nadu Government that it would not allow the statue 
inside the temple compound. So the latter placed it in a nearby street. The outcome is, the 
many thousands of devotees and tourists who visit the temple do not see the statue. 


You may wonder why the Tamil Nadu Government has to get Indian Government's 
permission to install the statue of a Tamil king within the outer walls of a Tamil Temple 
built by the Tamil king on Tamil soil with Tamil money and labor? Indian Government 
decided, without any consultation with the Tamil Nadu Government, that it would 
take over the major temples in Tamil Nadu. Now nothing significant can be done 
without the consent of the Indian Government. 


2. A Brief Biography of Raja Raja Cholan 


Who is this Raja Raja Cholan (more precisely, Raja Raja Cholan-I)? Readers who are 
fans of the popular Tamil novelist Kalki may be familiar with his historical novel 
"Ponniyin Selvan". That novel is woven around the life of Raja Raja Cholan, also known 
an Arunmoli (Arunmozhi). Of course, much of the novel and many of the characters in it 
are fiction although that fiction is wrapped around historical events. What we present in 
this section are historical facts taken from such authoritative works as Dr. M. 
Rajamanickam's "Cholar Varalaru", Nilakanta Sastri's "The Cholas" and T. V. Sadasiva 
Pandarathar's "History of the Later Cholas". 


Raja Rajan reigned between 985 AD and 1014 AD. It can be rightly said that the Second 
Golden Age of Tamil Nadu started with his reign and continued for another two 
centuries. (The First Golden Age of Tamil Nadu in known Tamil history was in the days 
of the Third Tamil Academy (Third Tamil Sangam)). He built one of the most glorious 
empires of South Asia that peaked during the regin of his son Rajendra Cholan - I and 
continued for another 200 years or so under his sons, grandsons and great grandsons. He 
was not only a great warrior king in the tradition of Cheran Senguttuvan, Cholan 
Karikalan and Pandian Nedunchezhian, he was also an able administrator, a patron of the 
arts and a devote Saivaite Hindu. 


During that period, Sinhala kings from Ilankai (now known as Sri Lanka and Ceylon) had 
the habit of interfering in Tamil Nadu by allying with one Tamil king against another, 
usually allying with Cheras or Pandias against the Cholas. (Of course, the blame should 
rightly be put on those Tamil kings who invited foreign interference and not on the 
Sinhala kings who made use of the opportunity.) So, after decisively defeating the Cheras 
and Pandias, Raja Rajan Cholan turned his attention to the Sinhalese King Mahinda-V. 
He assembled a naval armada and sent it to Sri Lanka. The Chola Navy defeated King 
Mahinda. After the military victory Raja Rajan built a Hindu temple there in 
Polonnaruva. 


Having defeated the enemy in the south, he moved north. The Chola army under the 
command of Crown Prince Rajendran marched north, all the way up to what is now 
Bijapur. The army defeated all who opposed its march north, including the powerful 
army of Chalukya King Satyasraya who ruled the Deccans. 


As noted before, Raja Rajan's legacy is not just wars and conquests. He is remembered 
today primarily for the construction of the Tanjore Big Temple (Thanjavur Periya Kovil). 
The temple is also called "Rajarajeswaram" after him. This Saivaite Hindu temple is one 
of the most beautiful and magnificent architectural monuments in South Asia. The 
magnificent tower and the delicate sculptures are truly a feast for the eyes. Not only 
Hindus from all over the world, but also tourists from around the world visit this temple. 


Though Raja Rajan was a devote Saivaite Hindu, he respected other religions. He built 
Vishnu temples in Mysore after he conquered the region. He not only permitted Silendra 
King Srimara Vijayottunga Varman to build the Buddhist shrine Chudamanivihara in 
Tamil Nadu at Nagapattinam, he also contributed money for its construction. 


Many arts - sculpture, painting, drama, dance and music - flourished during his time. He 
conducted a survey of his kingdom and is considered a major achievement of that time. 
He divided the kingdom into a number of administrative units and appointed 
administrative officers for each unit. Villages were governed by local elders (a type of 
self-government). According to Dr. M. Rajamanickam, Raja Rajan's administrative 
structure is comparable to modern administrative structure seen around the world. 


3. The Reason Why Raja Raja Cholan Statue is Outside Temple Grounds? 


Why does the Indian Government refuse permission to install King Raja Raja Cholan's 
statue within the outer walls of the Thanjai Big Temple? No one is asking for installation 
inside the temple. Absolutely not. 


Many thousands of Hindu devotees and tourists from around the world visit the Thanjai 
Big Temple. If Raja Rajan's statue is installed within the temple compound for all to see, 
they may ask the others and tour guides about him and will come to know of his 
conquests, his majesty and the glorious days of the Second Golden Age of Tamil Nadu. 
The North-Hindi controlled Indian Government does not want people to know about this 
glorious past and the great kings of Tamil Nadu who are second to none. Many arts - 
sculpture, painting, drama, dance and music - flourished during his time. He conducted a 
survey of his kingdom and is considered a major achievement of that time. He divided the 
kingdom into a number of administrative units and appointed administrative officers for 
each unit. Villages were governed by local elders (a type of self-government). According 
to Dr. M. Rajamanickam, Raja Rajan's administrative structure is comparable to modern 
administrative structure seen around the world. 


Raja Raja Cholan is truly one of the greatest rulers in South Asian history. In my opinion, 
this is in fact the reason why the North-Hindi-centered Indian Government refused 
permission to install his statue within the outside walls of Thanjai Big Temple that he 
built. Let me elaborate. 


3. The Reason Why Raja Raja Cholan Statue is Outside Temple Grounds? 


Why does the Indian Government refuse permission to install King Raja Raja Cholan's 
statue within the outer walls of the Thanjai Big Temple? No one is asking for installation 
inside the temple. Absolutely not. 


Many thousands of Hindu devotees and tourists from around the world visit the Thanjai 
Big Temple. If Raja Rajan's statue is installed within the temple compound for all to see, 
they may ask the others and tour guides about him and will come to know of his 
conquests, his majesty and the glorious days of the Second Golden Age of Tamil Nadu. 
The North-Hindi controlled Indian Government does not want people to know about this 
glorious past and the great kings of Tamil Nadu who are second to none. Hindi 
politicians and elite want people to think that all the glorious past of Indian history 
is centered on the Hindi heartland of today. They want to hide and put under a blanket 


all other histories, be it that of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bengal, Karnataka, Kerala or 
Tamil Nadu, for example. 


Read the history books used at schools under the jurisdiction of the Indian Government 
(Central Schools and schools accredited under the Central Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE)). You will read in detail about the kings who ruled from what is today the Hindi 
heartland, for example, Chandra Gupta, Ashoka, Akbar, et al. But you will read very little 
about the Tamil kings or the Bengali kings or the Assamese kings, etc. The noted 
educator Dr. Arjun Dev said in 2002 that no political unit of the Deccan and South, 
except the Rashtrakutas, find a mention in the syllabus of Ancient India for Class XI. 
Even the Satavahanas, Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas do not find a place (The Hindu 
Newspaper; February 01, 2002 ). 


In the Indian history according to tye North-Hindi-centered Indian government, these 
lands do not have a glorious history worth mentioning although, in truth, every one of 
them has a rich past. Refusal to grant permission to install the statue of one of the greatest 
kings of South Asia is just another attempt to hide the glorious past of the Tamil people. 


(NOTE: Thanjai Big Temple is also known as Brihadeeswara Temple and 
Rajarajeswaram.) 


4. Where is Tamil in the Gangai Konda Chola Puram Temple? 


Raja Raja Cholan's son Rajendra Cholan became the king of Chola Nadu (Chozha Nadu) 
after Raja Rajan, and he reigned between 1012 AD and 1044 AD. His military conquests 
were even larger than his father, of course building on the father's conquests and military. 
He made Chola empire one of the most powerful empires of South Asia. His conquests 
included Tamil kingdoms of Chera Nadu and Pandiya Nadu, rest of today's South India, 
and parts of or all of Bengal, Bihar, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia and Indonesia. 


He built the Gangai Konda Chola Puram Temple, also known as Brihadisvara Temple at 
Gangaikondacholisvaram, is as majestic as the Thanjai Big Temple. It is also a United 
Nations World Heritage site. Indian Government manages this temple also and the 
Tamilnadu State Government has no say on the management. Indian government would 
not allow Tamil signs and messages in the temple grounds. 


Messages posted in the Gangai Konda Chola Puram Temple are in Hindi and English 
only (2015). See Photo H-285 in the web page: 

[ http://web.archive.org/web/20160430030845/http://hindisouth.blogspot.com/2015/10/h- 
0280.html ] 


Tamil signs/boards are not allowed in the temple that one of the greatest Tamil kings 
built. How low has Tamil Nadu sunk from those glory days of the Chola Empire! Will 
Tamil Nadu ever regain its glory? It is in our hands, and our hands only. 


5. Update 


After the initial publication of the article, we heard from a reader that Indian Government 
disallowed the Raja Raja Cholan statue because there was an inscription at the bottom of 
the statue, in Tamil, that the statue was opened to public by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Thamizha Vael Doctor Kalaignar Mu. Karunanidhi. 


It is not uncommon for the person (usually a politician) who opens a bridge or a major 
building to have his/her name inscribed in a stone plaque. In view of the historical 
significance of the thousand years old Thanjai Big Temple, may be such an inscription 
with the name of a politician is not warranted in this case. However this was not the 
reason given when Indian government disallowed the statue in the temple compound; the 
reason given was that this new Raja Rajan statue should not be placed inside the temple 
compound because the temple is a world heritage site; nothing was said of Chief Minister 
Karunanidhi's name on an inscription at the bottom of the statue. 


If, in fact, the reason was Chief Minister Karunanidhi's name on the inscription, it should 
have been stated at that time of denial and we could have easily remedied the situation by 
removing the inscription. If Chief Minister Karunanidhi refused to remove his name, 
some other private organization could have collected the necessary funds and sculpted a 
statue for placement in the temple compound. 


Even now it is not too late. I ask the Indian Government to publicly announce that it 
would allow a Raja Raja Cholan statue in the temple compound where visitors can see it. 
Most likely the current Tamil Nadu State government would fund such a statue or I am 
committing myself to collect enough donations to create a statue without any such 
inscription. 
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1. Introduction 


The National Highways Authority of India (NHAJD) has recently marked for demolition 
an ancient Hindu temple in Tamilnadu in order to widen the Vikkiravandi —Thanjavur 
National Highway. This Tirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple is located in 
Panaiyapuram village, Villupuram District. This Saivaite Temple for Lord Sivan (Siva, 
Shiva) is 1,300-years old. 


We present the importance of this temple in the next two sections and discuss why the 
Indian Government controlled National Highways Authority of India (NHAJ) has no 
hesitation to demolish such a significant religious and historical landmark in Tamilnadu. 


2. Religious Significance 


The Tirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple of Panaiyapuram village is 1300 years old, 
one of the oldest temples in Tamilnadu. Poet-Saint Tirugnana Sambandar sang about this 
Saivaite Hindu temple, dedicated to Lord Siva (Sivan, Shiva). Tirugnana Sambandar is a 
key figure in the history of Hinduism in Tamil Nadu. He is one of the sixty-three 
Nayanars, Tamil Saiva Bhakti saints who lived between the sixth and the tenth centuries. 
The fact that Sambandar sang about this temple makes it special in the eyes of Tamil 
Hindus. Sambandar lived in the seventh century at which time Jainism was widely 
followed in Tamil Nadu. Tirugnana Sambandar was one of those who played a major role 
in reviving Hinduism in Tamil Nadu. He was a stalwart of Saivaite Bhakti Movement and 
three hundred and eighty four of his poems are included in Tirumurai, a compendium of 
songs in the praise of Siva considered an important work in Tamil literature. Thus the 


Tirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple of Panaiyapuram is an important temple worth 
protecting. 


A little interesting note: Siva, the reigning deity of this temple, is also called 
Panankateesvarar here because the area is full of palmyra trees (a type of tall palm trees). 
The Tamil phrase panankkaatu means palmyra trees jungle. So Panankateesvarar means 
god of the palmyra tree jungle. 


Another interesting note: The temple is constructed such that sun rays fall on the Siva 
statue in the temple sanctum on the first day of the Tamil month Chiththirai, an 
auspicious day in Hindu calendar. 


3. Historical Significance 


In addition to the religious importance, the temple has also historical significance. The 
temple has a number of inscriptions belonging to some important kings who reigned 
during one the most glorious periods of Tamil Nadu--years of the Imperial Chola 
Dynasty-- and the Pandya dynasty that followed it for a brief time. Inscriptions in this 
temple include those from Chola kings Rajendra Cholan I, Rajendra Cholan II, Adhi 
Rajendra Cholan, and Kulotunga Cholan, and from the Pandyan kings Sundara Pandyan I 
and Vikrama Pandyan. Some of these inscriptions are about a thousand years old and 
other go back to about 700 years (range from around 1020 CE to 1300 CE). 


These kings are among the most notable rulers of Tamil Nadu and key figures in the 
history of Tamilnadu. Years of the Imperial Chola Dynasty were one of the most glorious 
periods in the history of Tamil Nadu. Tamils were at one of their military peaks. Chola 
army defeated kings who ruled parts of today's South India, North India, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Maldives. Among South Asian kings, 
only Cholas had mighty enough navies to conquer overseas kingdoms. Cholas also had 
extensive trade overseas. They traded from Baghdad to China. Chinese records show that 
Cholas had an embassy in China around 1077. 


We shall not allow inscriptions from this golden era be destroyed or relocated to widen a 
highway. This is our heritage, this is our history. Hindi dominated Indian government 
may not have any interest in preserving the remnants of Tamil Nadu history or may even 
want to destroy them to project their ancestral history as the history of India, but we the 
people of Tamil Nadu have an interest in preserving our historical sites and shall protest 
their destruction or relocation. 


4. Discussion 


4.1. From the Top 


Why is the Indian Government agency National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 
bent on demolishing this temple instead of re-routing the highway? Cost of re-routing is 


minimal compared to the religious and historical significance of the Thirupuravar 
Panankateesvarar Temple. 


You have to understand who calls the shots at the helms of power at the Indian 
Government. Hindi politicians set the general directions and tone of the policies and 
actions of the Indian government. The Prime Minister, ministers and Indian central 
government employees follow this general direction or they would be removed or 
sidelined. I had given several examples of the political supremacy of Hindi belt 
politicians in the article "Who Rules India?" in my book "Hindi Imposition Papers - 
Volume 1". With this in mind, let us discuss the plan to demolish this ancient Saivate 
temple in Tamil Nadu. 


4.2 Ignorance of and Indifference to Religious Sentiments outside the Hindi Belt 


Most Hindi people, including the politicians, have scant knowledge of most Hindu 
religious sites outside the Hindi belt unless Hindi Hindus have some emotional 
relationship or attachment to it. Many Hindi-belt Hindus and thus their politicians know 
of Tamil Nadu's Rameshwaram because it has connections to the Hindu epic Ramayanam 
which was centered in the north. On the contrary this ancient Tirupuravar 
Panankateesvarar Temple has no ties as such to Hindi belt, although it is dedicated Lord 
Siva. Very few Hindi people, if any, have heard of Poet-Saint Tirugnana Sambandar, 
Nayanmars or Tirumurai. So the very fact that he visited this temple and sang about it 
means nothing to them although Sambandar played a key role at a critical juncture in 
Hinduism in Tamilnadu. Ignorance and indifference are the reasons for the planned 
demolition Thirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple of Panaiyapuram village. It seems that 
in the eyes of Hindi politicians Tamil Nadu Hindus are children of lesser gods and their 
religious sites are unimportant. 


This is why we want major and minor decision about Tamilnadu be made by Tamil Nadu 
government and NOT the Indian government. But more and more decision-making power 
is taken away from the state government and concentrated with the Indian (central or 
union) government. 


4.3 Ignorance and Negative Attitudes to Tamil History 


As we Stated in Section 3, the Thirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple also has historical 
significance to Tamil Nadu. Again, most Hindi people, including the politicians, know 
very little about Tamil Nadu history (or, for that matter, history of the South or Eastern 
India). History books endorsed by Indian government controlled National Council of 
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) have very little information on south Indian 
history. So Hindi people seem to think that all of Indian history revolve around Hindi 
lands and others do not have a rich history or heritage. Because of this lop-sided attitude 
towards South Indian history, even the Twenty Ninth All-India Conference of Dravidian 
Linguistics (February 2002) passed a resolution urging the Government of India to give 
South India its rightful and legitimate share in history books. So Chola inscriptions of a 


time when "Tamil glory" was at a peak do not mean anything to Hindi people or 
politicians. 


Also, there is a definite move on the part of the Indian Government to cover up the 
glorious past of South and East India and only propagate the history of the Hindi belt 
region. The case of history books endorsed by Indian government controlled the National 
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) have very little information on 
south Indian history is one example. Another example is that of Indian Government's 
refusal to allow a Raja Raja Cholan statue in the Tanjore Big Temple (Tanjavoor Periya 
Kovil) compound or near the entrance to the compound (Tamil Nadu government did not 
want to install it in the temple but only on the temple grounds outside the temple). By the 
way, Raja Raja Cholan was the one who built the Big Temple. It is discussed in detail in 
the article "Why is Emperor Raja Raja Cholan Standing outside the Thanjai Big 
Temple?" [Chapter 5 of this book] and will not be repeated here. We refer readers to my 
article " South Indian History Ignored in Indian History Books" [Chapter 2 of this book] 
for more Indian Government attempts to hide and bury Tamil Nadu history. 


Ignorance and attempts to hide the history of Tamil Nadu reasons for the planned 
demolition Thirupuravar Panankateesvarar Temple of Panaiyapuram village. This is why 
we want major and minor decision about Tamil Nadu be made by Tamil Nadu 
government and NOT the Indian government. Let us manage our own affairs. 


5. Final Comments 


Need for decision making by the Tamil Nadu government, instead of the Indian 
government, has been noticed at the highest levels in Tamilnadu. Here is a quote from 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa's speech on April 16, 2012. 


"There can be no uniform pattern in policing in the country as each State has its own 
distinct cultural, communal, social and economic aspects." [Though the Chief 
Minister made this statement in relation to police powers, this view is equally applicable 
to decisions such as demolishing religious site important to Tamil Nadu and other matters 
also. | 


Unless Tamil Nadu government is given the power to make decisions on relevant 
matters, more heritage sites would be destroyed intentionally or because of ignorance, 
and Tamil Nadu history would be forgotten in couple of more centuries in Indian rule. 


Update 


After the initial publication of this article in June 2012, something happened in October 
2012. Here it is. 


Local people have been protesting the demolition of the temple since early 2012. Protests 
continued and villagers petitioned the Villupuram Collector, NHAI officials and Indian 
government ministers. According to The Hindu newspaper (January 22, 2013), "The 


State government’s land acquisition officer feared the issue would lead to a law and order 
problem"; that is, the protests may turn violent. Finally NHAI relented, and issued a letter 
on October 6, 2012 saying that it would acquire land only up to the existing compound 
wall of the temple and thus averting the temple demolition. 


While we are happy that this historical Tamil Nadu temple would not be demolished, we 
have to ask the question why did this Indian Government agency NHAI did not know of 
the importance of this religious site, and why did it not change its decision when its 
importance was brought to its attention, why only the warning of a potentially violent 
protest spared the temple? So much energy, money and hours of work over a period of 
some six months were spent to save the temple from NHAIT bulldozers? 


If the decision making power rests with the Tamil Nadu government, instead of the far- 
away Indian government that has no affinity to Tamil Nadu, there would have been no 
demolition order at all because we know our religious, cultural, historical, social and 
economic aspects. (See Section 4 of the article for a detailed discussion of this aspect.) 
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a 
Indian Government Ignores Tamil Poet Thiruvalluvar 
(Statue in Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu) 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: April 2013] 
(Alternate spellings: Thiruvalluvar - Tiruvalluvar, Thirukural - Tirukural) 


Indian Government Tourism Ministry announced on July 2, 2003 that three sites in Tamil 
Nadu, namely, Mamallapuram, Kancheepuram and Kanyakumari would be developed as 
"hubs of culture, tourism and clean civic life". People of Tamil Nadu were elated that 
these three places, which were already tourist attractions with funding from the state 
government, would get a fillip now from the Indian government. 


When details of how the Indian Government Tourism Ministry would promote 
Kanyakumari as a tourist attraction came out, the sweet taste of Indian government 
involvement turned sour in some people's mouth. Indian government would develop the 
Vivekananda Rock Memorial and put a "sound and light show" with emphasis revolving 
around "Vivekananda, Sankara and Gandhi" (The Hindu; July 3, 2003). Since 
Vivekananda and Gandhi are mentioned here, the Vivekananda Rock Memorial and 
Gandhi Memorial (Gandhi Mandapam) in Kanyakumari would be highlighted in the 
sound and light show. There is no mention of the Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar or the 
monumental 133-feet Thiruvalluvar statue erected on the tiny island adjacent to 
Vivekananda Rock Memorial. Why? Is he less than Vivekananda, Sankara and Gandhi? 


Thiruvalluvar (or Thiru Valluvar or Valluvan) is one of the greatest poets in the world. 
His book of Tamil verses (couplets) "Thirukural" (or Thiru Kural) was written about 
2000 years ago and has been translated into many languages around the world. It gained 
the respect of many great scholars and philosophers from around the world. The great 
Russian writer Leo Tolstoy said that he had taken the concept of non-violence from a 
German translation of Thiru Kural. India's Mahatma Gandhi said of Kural: "A textbook 
of indispensable authority on moral life. The maxims of Valluvar have touched my soul. 
There is none who has given such a treasure of wisdom like him." Dr. Albert 
Schwaitzer said: "There hardly exists in the literature of the world a collection of 
maxims in which we find so much of wisdom." Webster's Encyclopedia of Literature 
says: "Sacred Couplets (that is Thirukural) is considered a masterpiece of human 
thought, compared in India and abroad to the Bible, John Milton's Paradise Lost, and the 
works of Plato." 


In short, Thiru Valluvar is just no ordinary Tamil poet, he was one of the greatest poets in 
the world. Yet this poet would not find any significant place in Indian Government's 
tourism agenda. Vivekananda, Sankara and Gandhi --great men that they are-- are in no 
way superior to Thiruvalluvar and their philosophies are no better than that of 
Thiruvalluvar's Thirukural. Indian Government Tourism Department should bring to the 


attention of Indian and foreign tourists local history, personalities and culture too. Indian 
Government seems to be determined to promote Vivekananda, Sankara and Gandhi (none 
of them from Tamilnadu) but ignore the Tamil poet Thiruvalluvan who is by no means a 
lightweight compared to Vivekananda, Sankara and Gandhi. 


Indian government hiding the great personalities of Tamil Nadu from Indian and foreign 
tourists is not new. It refused to install a statue of one of the greatest kings of South Asia, 
the Tamil king Raja Raja Cholan, within the compound of the over one-thousand years 
old Thanjai Big Temple (that he built); we are not asking for the installation of the statue 
inside the temple but only within the temple compound where tourists would see it 
[Chapter 5]. 


There is a pattern of Indian Government ignoring or "hiding" Tamil history and 
culture in its projects while highlighting the culture and history of North-Hindi region. 
Indian government projects Indian history as the north-Hindi regional history in its 
history books, and projects the north-Hindi regional culture as Indian culture wherever it 
can. A summary of some of these activities may be found in Chapter 2. 
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8. 
Thillaiyaadi Valliammai and Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: October 2009] 


Do you know who was one of the earliest associates of Mahatma Gandhi? A South 
African Tamil lady named Thillaiyaadi Valliammai (1898 — 1914). She worked with 
Gandhi in his early years when he toned his nonviolent methods in South Africa, fighting 
the apartheid there. It is these techniques that he would later use in India against British 
colonial rule. She was sentenced to 3 months imprisonment at age 15. She died of viral 
fewer a few weeks after her release. Although she was only 16 years of age at her 
death, she made an impression on Gandhi. Gandhi said that her sacrifice increased his 
resolve to fight. 


Some Tamil leaders requested the Indian Government to issue a postage stamp in her 
honour in 1998 on the hundredth anniversary of her birth. Indian Government refused. 
After much effort from Tamil Nadu leaders, Indian government issued a stamp in 2008. It 
would have been much better had the Indian government issued the stamp on the 
hundredth anniversary as requested. There is something special on issuing a stamp or 
holding a celebration on important anniversaries. Why do we have to plead and beg for 
years to have South Indian heroines/heroes honoured? 
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Indian Government Ignores and Blacks Out Promising Archeological 
Sites in Tamil Nadu 


Thanjai Nalankilli 
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OUTLINE 


1. Introduction 

2. Adhichanallur Excavations 

3. Keezhadi Excavations 

4, ASI and Tamil Stone Inscriptions 


1.0 Introduction 


I will start with a story to make the point why Indian government ignores and blacks out 
promising archeological sites in Tamil Nadu. A woman had a daughter and stepdaughter 
of about the same marriage age. Both are beautiful. The woman bought beautiful clothes 
for the daughter and took her to social parties where eligible young men a nd their parents 
would see her. This evil stepmother bought cheap clothes for the stepdaughter, did not 
take her to parties but asked her to shop and cook for the family. One day while the 
stepdaughter was shopping the prince of the kingdom noticed her beauty, even in the 
cheap clothes. He had other duties to do that day, so he was unable to find out who she 
was. The next day he came back to the area with a few soldiers and asked people who she 
was. No one knew. So he went house to house and asked about the young ladies of the 
house. When he came to this stepmother's house and asked about the young ladies in the 
house, the stepmother brought out her daughter dressed fine clothes. The prince said that 
she was not the one he was looking for and was about to leave. As he was leaving he saw 
the stepdaughter digging the garden in the house backyard. The prince recognized her 
immediately and said she was the one he was searching. Upon his return to the palace he 
told his father, the king, about this young lady. The king sent gifts of beautiful clothes 
and jewelry. Days later he proposed marriage of the stepdaughter to his son. The 
stepmother tried to persuade the prince to marry her daughter but the prince said that 
although her daughter was beautiful too, the one he fell in love was the stepdaughter. 
They got married and lived happily ever after. 


I changed the folktale of "Cinderella and the Evil Stepmother" to make up the above 
story to illustrate what Indian government is doing. Let me explain. 


There are two ladies: Hindi-belt-centric culture and Tamil-Nadu-centric culture. Both are 
ancient and rich. Indian government is the evil stepmother; it treats Hindi-belt-centric 
culture as its daughter and Tamil-Nadu-centric culture as the stepdaughter because Indian 
government is controlled by Hindi-belt politicians. Indian government spends large sums 
of money on promoting and propagating the Hindi-belt culture, it spends only a small 


fraction on Tamil culture. Not only that, more importantly, Indian government ignores 
and blacks out Tamil culture when ancient artifacts revealing the antiquity of Tamil 
culture are excavated. The Hindi politicians who control the Indian government do not 
want people (Indian and foreign) to know the antiquity and richness of Tamil culture but 
only the Hindi-belt culture. 


I pointed to the problem and detailed discussion with examples is provided in the ensuing 
sections. I am certain that Indian government would continue to ignore, black out and 
hinder archeological artifacts showing the antiquity and richness of Tamil culture. How 
are we going to stop it once and forever? I do not have the answer. It is time for our 
political leaders, archeologists, historians, teachers and other scholars to chart out a plan 
of actions to stop this discrimination. Time is running out. It is time to act. 


We present in the next 3 sections three examples of how Archeological Survey of India 
(ASI) tries to black out evidences of ancient civilizations in Tamil Nadu. 


2. Adhichanallur Excavations 


Aadhichanallur is a village in Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu. Excavations there 
between 2003 and 2005 found ancient skeletal remains buried in big urns. What did ASI, 
funded with our tax monies, do? Nothing. No report was prepared documenting the 
findings. Instead the whole thing was ignored and the results were stored in some filing 
cabinet for over a decade. 


Over a decade later a private citizen, Mr. S. Kamaraj from Tamil Nadu, filed a public 
interest litigation at Madras High Court (Madurai bench). During the hearing of the case 
judges said, "There is an allegation that the central government [Indian government] and 
its ASI are not interested in carrying out excavations in archeological importance sites in 
Tamil Nadu. We were actually not believing in it. But, you (ASD) give strength to the 
allegation. Fourteen year ago, excavations were carried out at Aadhichanallur village in 
Thoothukudi district, but you were not taking action to release reports in that regard. 
Your inaction proves the allegation." (Times of India; January 31, 2018) 


One year later, in 2019, the Court asked ASI to send two sets of samples from the 2003 
Adichanallur excavations for carbon dating in United States of America (USA). (Times 
of India; February 19, 2019). Carbon dating results from USA were stunning. The 
Adichanallur artifacts were from around 900 BC (that is, the artifacts are about 3000 
years old). [Thinathanthi (Tamil newspaper); April 5, 2019] One of the oldest anywhere 
in India. This may be the reason why Indian Government's Archeological Survey of India 
(ASI) did not carbon date the artifacts until the court ordered it to do so. The judges said, 
“In spite of many efforts taken by intellectuals, historians, political leaders and 
archaeologists, nothing was done by the ASI, for reasons best known to them, to send the 
Adichanallur samples for carbon dating.” (The Hindu; April 5, 2019) In my opinion, had 
the artifacts been from Hindi-belt region, it would surely have received more funding and 
publicity. 


3. Keezhadi Excavations 


Keezhadi (Keeladi) is a village in Sivagangai District, Tamil Nadu. Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) started excavations in Keezhadi in 2015. During the first two 
phases of the excavations (carried out in 2015 and 2016), archaeologists found Third 
Tamil Sangam era (Third Tamil Academy era) artifacts. Unearthed artifacts include 
pottery pieces with inscriptions in Tamil Brahmi script, copper beads and metal tools. 
Carbon dating of the artifacts places them at 200 BC (www.scroll.in; March 31, 2017). 
So the artifacts are about 2200 years old. 


Any government interested in its ancient history would fund continuation of the project. 
Instead the Indian government stopped further funding in 2016. Members of Parliament 
from Tamil Nadu shouted foul and Indian government agreed to fund the third phase. In 
the meantime K. Amarnath Ramakrishnan, Superintending Archaeologist who oversaw 
the first two phases, was transferred to Assam in 2017 according to the ASI policy of 
transferring Superintending Archaeologist every two years, although it would have been 
logical and wiser to keep Ramakrishnan in Keezhadi to write the Final Report of the first 
two phases and also continue with the third phase. 


Criticizing the transfer of Ramakrishnan, the Madras High Court said, “When the 
excavations are complete, the pride of Tamil people would be recognized worldwide. But 
we wonder why the central government [Indian government] is so adamant in the issue.” 
(Times of India; March 15, 2019) 


Not only people of Tamil Nadu but Tamils living outside of Tamil Nadu were also 
interested in the Keezhadi excavations. Federation of Tamil Sangams of North America 
(FeTNA) invited Ramakrishnan to United States of America for a three-weeks lecture 
series. FeTNA would pay all expenses for the trip. ASI denied Ramakrishnan permission 
to go to America and give lectures on Keezhadi findings. (www.scroll.in; August 6, 
2018) Any government should be thrilled to tell the world about excavations revealing 
ancients artifacts. Why did Indian government deny permission? It does not want the 
world to know that Tamil people had an ancient cultured past. In the same way Indian 
government funded history books hide the history of Tamil Nadu, Indian government's 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is making every effort to hide information about 
ancient artifacts unearthed in Tamil Nadu. 


Many Sanskrit scholars employed at Indian government institutions go abroad to 
participate and speak in Sanskrit conferences using Indian government funds. Yet Indian 
government would not permit K. Amarnath Ramakrishnan to go to America and speak 
about Keezhadi excavations revealing approximately 2200 years old, Third Tamil 
Sangam era artifacts, even though all expenses are paid by the Federation of Tamil 
Sangams of North America. Is it not the act of a jealous stepmother? 


4. ASI and Tamil Stone Inscriptions 


Epigraphy is the study of inscriptions, and epigraphists are those who study inscriptions. 
More than 55% of the epigraphical inscriptions found by the Archaeological Survey of 
India are in Tamil [Reference 1]. Epigraphists Branch, Archaeological Survey of India 
office in Mysuru, Karnataka State is responsible for studying inscriptions found in Tamil 
Nadu. Yet there are only two Tamil epigraphists employed there. This does not sound 
right or rational. The Madras High Court asked the director of the Epigraphists Branch in 
Mysuru why ASI is not appointing more Tamil epigraphists. [The New India Express; 
September 7, 2019]. Again we see Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is showing bias 
against Tamil. They show very little interest in collecting, documenting and saving old 
Tamil inscriptions. 


Also, ASI is not showing much interest in digitizing Tamil inscriptions. Copies of the 
inscriptions were made by the British government. These copies would be destroyed by 
slow deterioration within 75 years. So it is important that the inscriptions are digitized 
before that time. Otherwise these age old inscriptions revealing ancient Tamil civilization 
and history might be lost. Yet ASI did not properly respond to Tamil Nadu State 
Government's request for digitized copies. 


This came to the attention of the Madras High Court. Madras High Court judge said, 
"Therefore, to safeguard the original copies taken from stone inscriptions they have to 
necessarily be digitalised and the officials are to get instructions with regard to 
employment of more Tamil epigraphists on a contract basis, so that the work could be 
completed on time." [The New India Express; September 7, 2019] Knowing the 
importance of these inscriptions and the need to preserve them digitally, why did 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) not take the necessary steps? Does ASI care at all 
whether Tamil inscriptions are lost? Why this step-motherly treatment of Tamil? 


One final note about the antiquity of some inscriptions found in Tamil Nadu: Some Tamil 
Brahmi inscriptions found in Alagankulam (Azhagankulam), Ramanathapuram District, 
Tamil Nadu date back to 345 BC. This is older than Emperor Ashoka's Prakrit 
inscriptions (found in northern India) dated to be from 268 BC to 232 BC. [The Hindu 
newspaper; April 05, 2019]. 


Reference 
L, 
https://web.archive.org/web/201909 16232746/https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_langu 


age 
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Empty Words for Tamil and Hard Cash for Sanskrit 
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Powerful Hindi-belt politicians have understood the love Tamil people have for Tamil 
language. So they say a few sentences praising Tamil and/or quote a few lines from some 
old Tamil poem. We appreciate that Tamil is getting some momentary exposure. Just 
empty words are not enough. There is a saying, "Put your money where your mouth is". 


Indian government spends more than 25 times on Sanskrit compared to that on Tamil. 
During the past three years Indian government spent 643.85 crores Rupees for Sanskrit 
and spent only 22.94 crores Rupees for Tamil (Hindu newspaper - Tamil edition; August 
9, 2023). It is like Mother India (Bharat Mata) has a daughter Sanskrit and a stepdaughter 
Tamil. Daughter is getting a sumptuous dinner everyday while the stepdaughter gets 
hardly enough food leftover by the daughter. Prove that Tamil is not a mere stepdaughter 
to Mother India but a daughter. Spend about the same money on all languages. 


Give due emphasis to the history of Tamil Nadu in Indian history books funded by Indian 
government. We study North-Indian history in our schools; include Tamil Nadu history 
in Hindi-belt schools. Current situation is reminiscent of British colonial days. We were 
taught British history; we read all about the British Royals. But schools in Britain did not 
teach history of Tamil Nadu. In the post-British India, let us not replace British history by 
Hindi-belt history. Let us respect the history and culture of all the peoples of India. 


Also, allocate sufficient funds for excavating promising archeological sites in Tamil 
Nadu. Carbon date artifacts found in those sites. Do not hide the findings of Tamil Nadu 
archeological sites in some filing cabinet. Publish the findings. Let people inside and 
outside of Tamil Nadu know about the antiquity of Tamil civilization. 
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1. Introduction 


It was internal dissentions within the Pandiya Dynasty of Tamil Nadu that led to Delhi 
sultanate army marching into Tamil Nadu in the 14-th century. Although that northern 


army left Tamil Nadu after looting, Tamil dynasties never recovered to their former glory 
and in fact Tamil Nadu lost its sovereignty, with occasional small kingdoms (or 
chiefdoms) in the hands of Tamils. 


Although most powers over Tamil Nadu reside with the Indian (central) Government, 
some limited powers is with Tamil Nadu State governments. From 1947-1967, Hindi- 
centric Congress party ruled Tamil Nadu and implemented policies dictated by party 
leaders in the north. From 1967-present, Tamil Nadu parties (DMK and AIADMK) are in 
power in the state and thus in control of the limited state power. Hindi-centric parties like 
Congress and BJP have not much support in Tamil Nadu after 1967, especially after the 
1990s. Unfortunately Tamil Nadu parties like DMK, AIADMK, MDMK, PMK and VCK 
gave Congress and BJP life support by forming electoral alliances with them. As it 
happened in the 14-th Century, these northern parties will strike against Tamil Nadu 
parties at an opportune time and we fear that would bring in Congress or BJP to power in 
the state and total control of Tamil Nadu from north. Congress did backstab its AIADMK 
ally in 1988 after the death of AIADMK founder Chief Minister M. G. Ramachandran 
but could not take control of the state government. Next time Congress or BJP may 
succeed. 


Beware. Learn from history. First let us look at some historical events in the 12-th and 
14-th centuries and then discuss current politics. 


2. Brief Sinhala Occupation of Parts of Tamil Nadu in the Twelfth Century 


2.1 History 


During the Twelfth Century, Tamil Nadu was divided into three principal kingdoms, 
namely, Chera Nadu, Chola Nadu and Pandiya Nadu, and ruled by Chera, Chola and 
Pandiya kings (Chera, Chola and Pandyia dynasties). All three are Tamil dynasties and 
thus Tamils ruled Tamil Nadu in those days. During the reign of Rajathi Raja Cholan II 
over Chola Nadu (1163 - 1179), there was a quarrel within the Pandiyan royal family for 
the throne of Pandiya Nadu. Both Parakkirama Pandiyan and Kulasekhara Pandiyan 
claimed the throne. Local chieftains within Pandiya Nadu (who ruled small principalities 
subservient to the Pandiya throne) took sides and a civil war ensued in Pandiya Nadu. 


Parakkirama Pandiyan held the capital city of Madurai and Kulasekhara Pandiyan laid 
siege to it. Instead of keeping the fight within Pandiya Nadu or even seeking help from a 
fellow Tamil king, Parakkirama Pandiyan sought help from an outsider, the Sinhala king 
Parakramabahu who was ruling the nearby island of Lanka. (Lanka is today called Sri 
Lanka. British called it Ceylon when it was part of the British Empire. Tamils used to call 
it Eelam or Ilankai. In recent years "Tamil Eelam" is used to refer to the historical Tamil 
homeland in the northern and eastern regions of the island.) Parakramabahu sent an army 
under the command of a Sinhala general, Lankapura (Lankapuri in Tamil). Before the 
army reached Pandiya Nadu, Kulasekhara Pandiyan capture Madurai and killed 
Parakkirama Pandiyan. His son Veera Pandiyan fled the capital and went into hiding. By 
now the Sinhala army landed in Pandiya Nadu with orders from King Parakramabahu to 


defeat Kulasekhara Pandiyan and put Veera Pandiyan on the throne. The Sinhala army 
captured the coastal town of Rameshwaram and destroyed much of the famed Hindu 
temple for Lord Sivan (Lord Siva). 


The Sinhala army marched from the coast into the interior of Pandiya Nadu. It looted and 
burned many Tamil villages on the way. In the ensuing battles between the Sinhala army 
and Kulasekhara Pandiyan's army, the latter met with defeat after defeat. Lankapura 
brought Veera Pandiyan from hiding and installed him as the Pandiya king in Madurai. 


Kulasekhara Pandiyan gathered all forces in Pandiya Nadu loyal to him and waged war 
again and won a major victory against Lankapura. Veera Pandiyan fled Madurai again. 
Sri Lankan King Parakramabahu sent reinforcements under the command of another 
Sinhala General, Jagat Vijaya (Jagat Vijayan). The combined forces of Lankapura and 
Jagat Vijaya defeated Kulasekhara Pandiyan. The latter fled to the south (what is now 
known as Thirunelveli District) and sought help from the Chola King Rajathi Raja 
Cholan II. Rajathi Rajan sent an army under General Pallavarayan (Pallavarayar) to 
Pandiya Nadu. He fought several battles with the Sinhalese army. Some of the major 
battles were at Thirukkanapaer, Thondi, Pasipon Amaravathi, Manamerkudi and 
Manjakudi. In the end Sinhalese army lost and Kulasekhara Pandiyan became king of 
Pandiya Nadu. 


Furious at reports of the devastation of Pandiya Nadu under the Sinhala army (looting 
and burning of villages, killing of villagers, desecration of the Rameswaram temple), 
Rajarthiraja Cholan ordered General Pallavarayan to capture and execute General 
Lankapuri who commanded the Sinhala army in Pandiya Nadu. Pallavarayan pursued 
Lankapuri, captured him and beheaded him. The severed head was hoisted on a spear at 
the gates of Madurai, the Pandiyan capital. Crows and other birds ate the flesh of the 
head, and the skull remained on display at the gates for months. Thus ended the 
occupation of Pandiya Nadu (about one-third of Tamil Nadu) by the Sinhalese army. 
[NOTE: The beheading and the public display of the severed head may look uncivilized 
and barbaric today but it was not an uncommon practice in those days. Today war 
criminals are executed in private (example: many German and Japanese officers were 
executed after the Second Word War in the 1940s). ] 


2.2 Lessons to be Learned 


At the root of this bloody and shameful episode in Tamil history is the feud within the 
royal family of the Pandiya dynasty. Unable to settle their differences within the family 
as to who should ascend to the throne, they fight. Then the loser, instead of accepting 
defeat, seeks help, not from a fellow Tamil king, but from a foreigner (Sinhalese king). 
He allows the foreign army to come to Tamil Nadu. The foreign army comes in, puts its 
puppet on the throne and plunders and loots the Tamil land. The foreign soldiers, who are 
alien to Tamil culture and have no respect for the Tamil people, brutalize the Tamil 
people. It took the military might of another Tamil king (the Chola king) to evict the 
occupying foreign army (the Sinhala army) from Pandiya Nadu. Much blood was shed in 
this liberation war. 


3. Malik Kafur's Invasion of Tamil Nadu in the Fourteenth Century 


3.1 History 


Chola kings who dominated Tamil Nadu for over two centuries (approximately 950 AD 
to 1200 AD) waned, and Pandiya kings had the upper hand for the next century 
(approximately 1200 AD to 1300 AD). End of the Pandiya dynasty as a major force, and 
in fact the *end of Tamil Nadu as sovereign kingdoms ruled by Tamil kings of the Chera, 
Chola and Pandiya dynasties, came about because of internal squabbles again within the 
Pandiya royal family. 


King Maravarman Kulasekhara Pandiyan (1268 - 1310) had two sons Jatavarman 
Sundara Pandiyan and Jatavarman Veera Pandiyan. The elder son, Sundara Pandiyan, 
was by the king's wife and the younger, Veera Pandiyan, was by a mistress. Contrary to 
tradition, the king proclaimed that the younger son would succeed him. This enraged 
Sundara Pandiyan. He killed the father and became king in 1310. Some local chieftains in 
the kingdom swore allegiance to the younger brother Veera Pandian and a civil war broke 
out. Sundara Pandiyan was defeated and he fled the country. He sought help from the far 
off northern ruler Sultan Ala-ud-din Khilji who was ruling much of northern India from 
Delhi. At that time, his army under General Malik Kafur was in the south at 
Dvarasamudra (far to the north of Tamil Nadu). Khilji agreed to help Sundara Pandiyan 
and ordered Malik Kafur's army to march to Tamil Nadu. With Sundara Pandiyan's 
assistance, this northern army entered Tamil Nadu in 1311. The army engaged in looting 
as it passed through Tamil Nadu. Many historians believe that Malik Kafur in 
Dvarasamudra was not planning to march south all the way to Tamil Nadu. Sultan Ala- 
ud-din Khilji of Delhi might never have sent Malik Kafur to Tamil Nadu but for Sundara 
Pandiyan's request for help. Thus Malik Kafur's march into Tamil Nadu and the 
subsequent sufferings of Tamil people was a direct result of the internal quarrel in the 
Pandiyan royal family. 


Once inside Tamil Nadu and his army well entrenched with not much opposition, Malik 
Kafur turned on Sundara Pandiyan also, whom he came to help. The latter fled Madurai 
to southern Pandiya Nadu. Malik Kafur looted Madurai also. Sultan Ala-ud-din Khilji 
and Malik Kafur never intended to conquer and hold Tamil Nadu as part of the Delhi 
Sultanate; looting Tamil Nadu was their aim all along. So, having accomplished what he 
came for, he did not occupy Tamil Nadu but turned back north. (Sundara Pandiyan's 
uncle Vikrama Pandiyan did win a couple of battles against Malik Kafur but many 
historians do not believe it to be the reason for Malik Kafur leaving Tamil Nadu. 
Whatever the reason, Malik Kaur left with his loot.) His army was in Tamil Nadu for 
only a few months. During this period he gathered (looted) gold, precious stones, horses 
and elephants from the Tamil land. He is said to have taken over 90,000 maunds of gold, 
unspecified numbers of jewelry and famed Pandiyan pearls, 23,000 horses and 612 
elephants. 


This was the very first time Tamil Nadu was plundered by a ruler from Delhi. Today, 
some 700 years later, after so many invasions by so many foreigners, Tamil Nadu is once 
again being economically discriminated by the new Hindi politicians in New Delhi. The 
Hindi dominated Government of India that came into existence in 1947 economically 
discriminates against Tamil Nadu and some other non-Hindi states by a variety of 
governmental mechanisms [Reference 1]. The "mode of transferring wealth" has changed 
but the effect is the same. Malik Kafur took the wealth in sacks of gold and boxes of 
jewels. Today's Indian Government takes the wealth through sophisticated fiscal policies 
that favor mostly Hindi states. Here is an example of how monies are transferred from 
Tamil Nadu to Hindi states. 


For every 100 Rupees Indian government collects in taxes from Tamil Nadu, only 40 
Rupees is given back to Tamil Nadu in the form of financial grants, central government 
projects, etc. Now compare it to the largest Hindi state Uttar Pradesh. For every 100 
Rupees Indian government collects in taxes from Uttar Pradesh, 176 Rupees is given to 
Uttar Pradesh in the form of financial grants, central government projects, etc. [Reference 
2]. Other South Indian states also are economically discriminated similarly. Malik Kafur 
took the gold and jewels at the point of the sword. Today the Indian Government also 
enforces its biased fiscal policies by the power of the parliament dominated by Hindi 
politicians. 


3.2 Lessons to be Learned 


We have the same lesson as from the Sinhala army marching into Tamil Nadu (Section 
2.2). Quarrel between two rulers within Tamil Nadu. Loser invites outsider to help, the 
outsider comes in and loots Tamil Nadu. 


Are we repeating the same mistake now? Are our internal quarrels between political 
parties, and even within political parties, giving outside parties (Hindi-centric parties like 
Congress and BJP) a foothold in Tamil Nadu? Let us look into it. 


4. Tamil Nadu Lost its Sovereignty with the Malik Kafur Invasion (14-th Century) 


The three Tamil kingdoms under Cheras, Cholas and Pandiyas did not rise again after 
Malik Kafur, except in some small parts of Tamil Nadu. As Tamil Nadu lay weakened, 
outsiders marched in and ruled Tamil lands, seldom as a single unit but as smaller 
kingdoms (or chiefdoms). Tamil Nadu was under an assortment of foreigners, for 
example, the Sultans, Vijayanagars, Nayaks, Maharashtrians and Nawabs. Even during 
this time of foreign rule, some parts of Tamil Nadu were independent of foreign rule and 
were under Tamil chieftains for brief periods of time. 


Then came the Europeans. They came as traders but ended up as rulers. After a series of 
alliances and wars, in the end, almost all of Tamil Nadu except for Pondicherry came 
under British rule. (Pondicherry was under French rule.) British-ruled parts of Tamil 
Nadu and parts of Tamil Nadu were called the Madras Province and ruled from New 
Delhi (and goes up to British capital London). British colonial rule of Tamil Nadu from 


Delhi lasted for about a century. It is worth noting that, *before the British rule, Tamil 
Nadu was ruled from Delhi as part of some type of Indian empire for only about ten years 
(first during the Delhi Sultanate of Mohammad-bin-Tughlug and then during the Moghul 
Empire of Aurangzeb). 

British left India in 1947 and Indian rule started. 

5. Tamil Nadu Politics Today 


5.1 Pseudo-Federal India and Glorified Municipal Corporations 


The post-British democratic government of India is pseudo-federal in nature. Even in the 
original Indian constitution of 1950, much of the power resided with the Indian central 
government and only limited powers given to state governments. Even these limited 
powers were eroded little by little during the past seven decades. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Jayalalthaa said, "The constant attempts to reduce States to the level of glorified 
Municipal Corporations heavily dependent on the Centre [Indian Government] for funds 
is a travesty of the federal nature of our existence" (excerpt from Chief Minister 
Jayalalithaa's April 16, 2012 speech at a conference in New Delhi on internal security). 


5.2 End of Congress Rule and Beginnings of Dravidian Party Rule in State 


In post-British India (post-1947), Congress Party dominated Tamil Nadu politics for two 
decades (1947-1967). Congress is a Hindi-centric party; whoever the party president, 
whoever the Prime Minister of India, even if not from the Hindi-belt, Hindi-belt 
politicians made the major decisions affecting all of India. The 1967 election saw the fall 
of Congress and the spectacular rise of Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). DMK is a 
Tamil Nadu party; the brutal suppression of the 1967 Tamil Nadu Students Anti-Hindi 
Imposition Agitation by the Congress governments in the Centre in Delhi and in the state 
in Chennai (Madras) played a critical role in the fall of Congress and the spectacular 
victory of DMK. Elections became Tamil Nadu Party (DMK) versus Hindi-centric party 
(Congress). Then came the split of DMK and formation of All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) in 1972. Soon both DMK and AIADMK had almost 
equal cadre base. Either DMK or AIADMK is ruling Tamil Nadu ever since 1967 to the 
present (2014). 


5.3 Unnatural Alliances 


Ihave no concern about these two Tamil-centric parties fighting each other in elections. 
Voters dissatisfied with DMK for one reason or other can vote for AIADMK instead of 
having to vote for a Hindi-centric party. Soon an untoward political equation developed 
in Tamil Nadu. Although the Hindi-centric parties (Congress Party and BJP) have very 
little voter base in Tamil Nadu, DMK and AIADMK started to ally with one or the other; 
AIADMK, under Jayalalithaa, did shun both parties for the past years and that is good 
news but Karunanidhi's DMK has alliance with Congress party. We will discuss that 


Congress is an unreliable ally that will fatally wound you if it gets a chance in Section 
4.3. 


Whether, in the past couple of decades, Congress or BJP could have won a single seat 
either for the state assembly or parliament if they contested without allying with one or 
more Tamil Nadu parties is doubtful. It is DMK, AIADMK and other Tamil Nadu parties 
like MDMK, PMK and VCK that are providing sustenance to Congress and BJP. I want 
to point out that on issues like language policy, devolution of power to states and central 
government tax distribution to states, Congress and BJP have almost the same view and 
Tamil Nadu parties have diametrically opposite views. 


5.4 How Congress Betrayed AIADMK in 1988 


Congress and BJP are not happy playing second fiddle to Tamil Nadu parties but they 
know they may not be able to win even a single seat without one or more Tamil Nadu 
parties’ support. Whenever they see an opportunity, they did and would strike their Tamil 
allies to gather power in Tamil Nadu, the power Congress lost in 1967 and BJP never had 
in Tamil Nadu. Here is an example. 


Year 1987. AIADMK was the ruling party in the state. AIADMK was allied with 
Congress Party. AIADMK founder Chief Minister M.G. Ramachandran was very popular 
and his party did not need Congress Party support to govern Tamil Nadu; AIADMK had 
the majority in state assembly on its own. His untimely death (on December 24, 1987) 
created a spilt in the party. One faction was headed by his widow Janaki and the second 
by the party's Propaganda Secretary Jayalalithaa. Some AIADMK Members of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) supported Janaki faction and the others Jayalalithaa faction. 
Neither faction had a majority in the legislative assembly to rule Tamil Nadu. 


State legislative assembly met on January 28, 1988 so Jankai could prove she has 
majority members' support in the assembly and continue to govern the state. Congress 
had promised its support but on the day of the vote it withdrew support thus neither 
Janaki nor Jayalalithaa could show majority support in the assembly. So governor's rule 
was imposed. Congress Party seems to have thought it could win the state with AAADMK 
split and weak. It contested on its own and won only 26 seats out of 232. The two 
factions of AIADMK also contested and Jayalalthaa faction won 27 and Janaki faction 
won 2 seats. Thus ended AIADMK rule over Tamil Nadu; DMK won a majority and 
formed the state government. 


Thus ended the saga of Hindi-centric Congress Party's betrayal and backstabbing of its 
Tamil Nadu ally. Does it remind you of Malik Kafur coming to Tamil Nadu to help 
Sundara Pandiyan, turning against him and looting Tamil Nadu? History repeated itself. 
Do not allow it to happen again. Avoid them. Do not bring in a snake in to your paddy 
field to kill rats. The snake will bite you when you least expect it. 


Tamil Nadu parties should think thrice and thrice more allying with Congress. If you 
keep a snake in your pocket, sooner or later it will bite you. 


5.5 No Minister Posts to Hindi-Centric Parties 


I want to point out that Hindi-centric parties' (Congress, BJP) decisions on alliances and 
policies for Tamil Nadu are made by national leaders in New Delhi and not by local 
leaders in Tamil Nadu. Also, who should lead the party in Tamil Nadu is made by people 
in New Delhi; thus Congress and BJP leaders in Tamil Nadu are chosen by outsiders. 
Thus these leaders agree with all that those outsiders say even if those decisions hurt 
Tamil Nadu. That is why we are concerned about these Hindi-centric parties establishing 
foothold in Tamil Nadu. 


As long as strong leaders like Karunanidhi (DMK), late M. G. Ramachandran 
(AIADMK) and Jayalalthaa (AIADMK) headed the Tamil Nadu parties, they were able 
to keep their Hindi-centric allies in place. They never offered minister positions to these 
parties. They should never be offered minister positions. They will use that as a vehicle to 
implement their agenda in Tamil Nadu. We see that in some northeastern states where 
BJP got minister positions. It should never happen in Tamil Nadu. 


5.6 An Arabian Fable 


It reminds me of a story from Arabia. A man was riding his camel across the desert. 
Night was approaching. He set up his tent and went inside to sleep. Temperature got a 
little cold. The camel asked him if it could put his head into the tent. The man allowed it. 
A little while later the camel asked the man if it could bring in its neck also in. The 
generous man said ok. A while later the camel asked, "May I come into the tent all the 
way". The man again agreed. Once in, the camel said, "This tent is too small for the two 
of us. Why don't you go out and sleep, then I will have enough room in the tent". Tamil 
Nadu parties should not allow the Hindi-centric parties even a little into the camp. Soon 
they will be out of power and Hindi-centric parties will rule Tamil Nadu implementing 
policies decided by Hindi politicians from New Delhi. 


5.7 Do not Give any Power to Hindi-Centric Parties in State Government 


Even now state governments have very little power (with most powers residing with the 
Indian Central Government). At least the very little powers of the state government are 
with DMK or AIADMK since 1967. If they include Hindi-centric Congress or BJP into 
the ministry by offering them minister or deputy minister positions, these ministers will 
take orders from their party leaders in New Delhi and implement their agenda in their 
ministries. They will also increase their party's popularity and voter base in Tamil Nadu 
(now it is very small) and strike at the right moment to drop their Tamil Nadu allies and 
form their own Congress or BJP government in the state with their own chief minister 
selected by their bosses in New Delhi. We will be back to pre-1967 days. 


Unless Tamil Nadu parties keep Congress and BJP in check, post-1967 Tamil Nadu 
parties (Dravidian parties) rule will end in Tamil Nadu. Please do not let it happen. 
Preferably do not ally with Hindi-centric parties like Congress and BJP, as Chief Minister 


Jayalalithaa is doing. If not, allocate them limited number of seats commensurate with 
their strength in the state (proportional to the number of votes they got in the previous 
election). Under no circumstance, I repeat, under no circumstance, offer these parties 
minister positions in the state. We want Tamil Nadu parties (DMK, AIADMK, MDMK, 
PMK, VCK, NTP) to rule Tamil Nadu. 


Tamil Nadu voters can do their share by not voting for Hindi-centric parties even if they 
are allied with their favourite Tamil Nadu party. Vote for some Tamil Nadu party in that 
constituency. 


5.8 Concluding Remarks 


Congress and BJP had been and are Hindi-centric parties, they are led by Hindi 
politicians even if their party president is non-Hindi. As we said in Section 3.1, for every 
100 Rupees Indian government collects in taxes from Tamil Nadu, only 40 Rupees is 
given back to Tamil Nadu in the form of financial grants, central government projects, 
etc. Now compare it to the largest Hindi state Uttar Pradesh. For every 100 Rupees Indian 
government collects in taxes from Uttar Pradesh, 176 Rupees is given to Uttar Pradesh in 
the form of financial grants, central government projects, etc. [Reference 2]. This plunder 
of Tamil Nadu (as well as the other 4 South Indian states) continues in both Congress and 
BJP rules. They are no different in transferring South Indian tax monies to Hindi states. 
Do you want these political parties to rule Tamil Nadu state? If we are not diligent it 
could happen sooner or later. May be not next year, but in a couple of decades. Beware of 
supporting the Hindi-centric parties. 
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